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A Speci al Message 0 m
Hel | o!

|l am honored to be joining the & ' Y MC
President & CEO. Although it is o y s,
credible group of people are in Y MC
tcular menton is the dedicaton nvo
Their enthusiasm and passion fo agi
spring weather arrives!

I have a | engthy history with the YMCA, spendi
Dart mouth. There, in Nova Scot a, Big Cove YMCA C
campers and staf. | al ways enjoyed my visits to
seen-handt tchheanlgiifneg experience that camp provi des.
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And we are on a mission here at the YMCA of N ©

A mi ssion t o -beenihnagn coef tthheo sweelwho | i ve here.

A mission to fnd meaningful ways to help pe:

A mission to foster healthy relatonships.
YMCA Camp i s one way we accomplish that missioc
This summer, we waRtto tlhawve nanmedcds fneomrde nkoirdes tt me
hn I sland Camp. No family is ever denied the o
anci al assistance, we can ensure that everyone

|l 1l ook forward to the beginning of camp season

aders in acton.
rrie
rrie Turnbul | |, MCP M, MA , BPE

President & Chi ef Executve Ofcer

YMCA John | sl and C(
70th Anni versart

An Anniversary Aucton wil/l b
70th Anniversary Gala on May

YMCA JOHN ISLAND

We are | ooking ons that
Camp Al umni an. of JI C
would | i ke to t e

to the AUCt4:::a
I

nt erested:
Contact Gary at gary.gray@y mcane
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Cel ebratng 70 Years o

And the Year Ahead!

l and Camp. This year marKk
sary! Seven decades of me
into the cherished pl ace
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We
/memor atn
\Nt ons, i n
AN 24t h.

past and present camper
remar kable milestone.
g an opening night rece

ening of the 25th. Tog

a
ur commitment to contnually enhance the camp
S These investments include:

6 [26 21 GSNBr502v01di{na5&8Ye access to the island

NA RIS BmSLilri MBgY safe passage and accessibilit
New Roof on Fonesamvi kg sthlee :i ntegrity of our b
campers and staf.

y to
el ov

Thesenmedld i nvestments are thanks in | arge part
bl es us to maintain and i mprove our facilites, en
connecton for generatons to come.

hydGFNAR2 ¢NARffAdzY Cdzy R DNIyd ! LILX AOlaz2y

We are excited to share that we have applied for
the n&8&tmdaadt hs. This grant will allow us to contn
even more enriching experience for our camp co0ommu
we are successfull

2Sf O02YAY3 hdzNJ bS¢ DSYSNIf alylF3aISNI2F /I YL IyR
We' re del-ightedute Beot Thomas to our camp team,
new Gener al Manager of Camp and Youth Leadership.
gion), Camp Tillicum outdoor educaNianr chdanst reex,t eyncsu
camp management and youth development, he brings
Pl ease join us in welcoming Scot into this new ro

QY KIFYOAY 33 9ljdALIYSY G | yR { dzLJLX A S &

Ensuring an amazing camp experience for all rema i
equi pment and supplies to support a wide range of
plies, these enhancements wil/l empower campers to

As we | ook forward to another unforgetable summer
dedi cated community of campers, families, staf, a
ing force behind everything we do.

Wi shing you a spring season flled with joy, growt

Yours in Campi
Kendr a
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Work Weekend - May 10-12

What has become an annual gat her i-anlgu nofi ayl cuummg s
scheduled to get under wh?. onThihe weelkemdl o aagyp
teers gather to help get the camp in shape for t

Tasks that need to beupgoof imel cadmpaggeneds!| ac
nor repairs, setng up tent platorms and program
and a number of tasks required to get the camp

The camp provides the transportaton from Wal ki
tools, materials required as wel/l as meals for t
bring their own sl eeping bag or blankets, warm w

The John I sl and Camp Work Weekend is a great \
friends of the camp and have a | ot of fun with g

I f interested in joining this eclectc group of
Moss at cashel . moss@ymcaneo. ca

Photos from some previous JI
R, W . g ‘-. n

Meet Emi Yyl MMcCdmmyRegi strar

Pl ease welcome Emily Mcl !l raoyv the newest additon

Health & Wellness team. E ing
Admini stratve Coordinator t e
February from the YMCA of __ : 0.
experience in working wit ac
ety of set ngsand isexcited to help provide amazing camp e

experiences for our fami/|l Wi
mary contact for camp reg t s
forward. I n additon to pr e s
all of our camp | ocatons |l so
bl e for managing fnanci al ons

subsidy for the region.-7¥61L cemanvriaaemaEmi ay ami [
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Hello John Island Friends & Family!

| am thrilled to introduce myself as the new Director of our g
beloved camp. It is truly an honour to join this community, especias
ly one that is steeped in tradition and fond memories. In my short ¥
time since starting at the YMCA of Northeastern Ontario, | have
learned that the love and care for John Island Camp is unparallel¢

Having spent numerous years working in various camp set- |
tings, | feel as though I bring a wealth of knowledge and passion \
this role. My journey includes a Bachelor of Physical & Health Ed§ ; S SR
cation with a specialty in Outdoor Adventure Leadership from Lau-
rentian University, which is where | first learned about the magic of John Island Camp. This background has
helped foster my deep understanding of the importance of a wholesome camp experience. My commitment is to
preserve the essence of our camp while ushering in positive changes to elevate the overall experience of our can

Your feedback has not gone unnoticed, and we are actively addressing concerns to make meaningful im-
provements. These changes include enhancing our food budget to ensure nutritious and satisfying meals for our
campers. Our goal is to cater to diverse tastes and dietary preferences, ensuring everyone leaves the Dining Hall
satisfied. Additionally, infrastructure repairs are underway to maintain a secure and comfortable environment
for everyone. Our commitment to your safety and comfort has led us to upgrade our facilities, including low wa-
ter docks and bridge improvements. Furthermore, we've expanded our team to ensure there's always someone a
able to assist you. From Camp Counsellors to a friendly Camp Administrator who supports registration, our dedi-
cated staff are here to make your campers' stay as enjoyable as possible.

| am genuinely excited about the upcoming Summer and the opportunity to weave my experience into the
rich tapestry of our camps legacy. Through shared memories and strong bonds, you make this community excep
tional, and | am committed to nurturing these connections. | look forward to enhancing these connections more
and creating shared memories together at our 70th Anniversary this May.

| want to extend my gratitude for your support, and | am eager to embark on this journey with all of you!
Together, |l etds make this summer an unforgettable

Warmly,
Cashel Moss

(She/Her)
Director, YMCA John Island Camp

Our Asst . JI C Dire
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With 70 years of history behind it, John |
fascinatng facts and occurrences to thi|nk
has been the foundaton of our present. an
guestons do you know the response to?
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What’s Up Dock?

Not hi ng has iqusteupiskeainnhdk @ad Wwndsoc
beginning of camp tme in the 1940's and 50’ s,
target. When the Y’ s Men’s Club built the ori
back in the | ate 1940's, they thought the doc
had to be built right But as water |l evels i
of the dock From an ideal and close |l ocaton
John and down past the site of the old | umber
of old pilings (frst cuts) from the old mil
bridge to span the water between Litle John
cleared to get to the new dock.

Then when the water | evel rose again, ever\)y
inal dock was upgraded. When the water went down again several yearslater, it was back acrossthe bridge

but the original dock that had been built to
ter |l evel s. A new | ow water bridge was buil't
the mill. Again, water |l evels rose several ye
a dew dock built, including the cribs.

Today is a new day. The water | evel has f 3
the originalohowhwahertbdoskde of the | umber n
engineering company has been engaged to pl an
three camp Stanley boats while having access
original bridge to get t '
and repaired several t me {
bridge built to current o l
and built by a construct &

{ fE Y

As al umni ensuring t

Q.

structures re built i s

having both the bridge a

tures and up to current

roughly $115, 000. The (

t al funds raised that ar " g

|l eaving a camp f nanci a STk == EE
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Photo Contest

We are excited to announce the winners
tries, the selecton commitee had a di
endar (June 2024 to Dec. 2025). Many

NATURBcob Metzger

HI STORDaCpAhbne Louki del i

(

< FRI ENBNaHd dPi e Ludl ow
SPECI AL -MBMBIhOMNavalin
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| spent sever adndyeé
wor king f o&WCAhevhYME@A i n hi gh
versity in Brockville, Sudb
B. Without a doubt, my exper
provided a solid foundaton
ward a teachi ntgme amageirc i(am)d

Whil e atending LaufléOmt6gn

Il also |l ed youth pTbgt awas a
when | frst heard about Joh
summer of 1994, Ha wé st ovol & i

that was 30 years ago!

John I sland’s incredible site, bufletm)fsalé_trvg
trifecta for a fantastc summer -asa mp r&xé@d@reénlcer

er, you already know that, though. ared

| remember the excitemenwhaft ahtenlbapuair ﬁxrpﬂe-to
rienceemember all the sand and how nued
months afer |cammeenbeedt he dogs that Pprad @ Mefe ha®
they made everyone feel at home. I remember Gar
ments of courage andi frwemldddhhavenbédes c@imfelemem
ber trying to pour some milk from a jug and whe
The SIOéNn t h-eeikisdaldeo remember everyone’s exc

to the camp menu.

pat_ch Wa S, nembel
NI C€my campers L

500§ h ¢H Iha
aCcesswanyedf 60 p e

t he Pk ke T@oA:hst,

the Tooth Fg
stedli ke operaton. O
sure that experiencH
parent hood.

|l remember some
stor ms. One t me, |
cabin to the dinin
stormy night (with :
car &mpclk!ran into af 2 | :
where did thdthecamaenpf nam®3e bandaged up my wound
magi ¢ and Thhe deyyeameat.ch was a nice accessory for

| remember the energizing campfres.

which rai sedAnd,e tthuem rhuacitoall talents o
i mpressi Wi atto ahdam.t astc way to open a
John I sl and surae magizbdpedviexcienplr ade

memories of working there and am gr at e
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years
later

2
werecampers
through and through
. by Diane Steele
I atended John 1| sl an ,
my adol escent |ife
i m s a litle girl that | asted a |ifetm
to my face. I consider myself very fortunate to h:
i o Situated on the shores of Lake Huron and acce:
mar kabl e i sl and.

The frst summer | atended was my frst tme beli
ent s I was homesick for one night of my planned
held true for the following two summer s. | coul dn’
endl ess stories upon my return to my hometown of .

We stayed in cabins with a counsellor accordin
ing hall and used outhouses. The wash staton all o
where we brushed our teeth. The | ake served as

n h );uxurles of home. It truly
L def Iﬁ)fogpylngéds di ps, arts and crafs, a

éyz dZH KIk?S:FWIth nothlng bet ween the ground w

P A ummer night breezes. We | earned t

UKS LJfalldONSe(BéD@ on. Everything tasted beter
ment .

Back at camp my favourite memory is of the nig
| aughed and joked wuntl taps prompted our tred | it
it again the next day. When the end of our stay di
night and speci al me a | Saying goodbye to our new
tme to establish strong bonds not easily broken. |
We arrived as young inexpe:ienced kids and | ef as

The summer | turned sixteen | returned to John
Once again surrounded by white, sof sand, uge ev
my mission was to pass on the skills I had | ear ne:q
wonder ful experience for myself and my fellow C. 1.
mil e canoe trip which took us from Lake Huron to |
the bush.” The portages | ong and difcult in place:
cal opportunity of once again sleeping under the |

John I sl and played a monumental roll in the de
this day | |l ove to spend as much tme as | can sur |
i nexperienced adolescent was a respect for all th;
sidered the opportunity of a |lifetme and | ef me wi
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Scot Thomas New Gener al M a

I f you had asked me prior to
myself in 2

. 0

b i . know yet”. Li
% ﬁ @ cona would ha
/ ymc Joun SLanp J | ‘ s career and wo
never i magine

Reading this means you | i kel
camp can have on a person, afer all, it is 1ik
as a staf, wantng to share that | ove of camp wi

It may have taken a |itle |l onger for me to re
camp as a camper, but that frst summer (and cou
same | ove of camp and desire to share it with f

Throughout the | ast 21 years | have had the i
ciatons and 5 YMCA overnight camps. From a shy
or sing a song back in 2003 to Camp Director fo
(El phinstone, John |Island, Big Cove) and most r
is |Ilitle | would change about the | ast 21 years.
| have met and places | have seen are all becau

This past summer | had the opportunity to sha
Crest who took part in an exchange in July and ¢
Channel . |t brought back so many memories heari:H
not one-"oift tgheetn s i n everything and everywhere”).

Al t hough my camp journey has taken me far fro
been far from mind. As | begin my 22nd year worl
new opportunity that wil/ bring me back to thos:
pletng a year as GM at YMCA Camp Pine Crest, I
chall enge with the YMCA of NEO as the Gener al M:

Il |l ook faemowaredtthg mweéth campers, staf and al um
cal l home.
Scot

70th Anniversary Contest Winners

Congratul atons to our winners of our
Contest!

70t h Anniversary L ogloe sBeas iTgrne mbd natye s t

Phot o Cefrtieessntdshi p Category: Maddi e
-Nature Category: Jacob Metzg
-Hi st orical Category: Derrick

-Act on Category: Maddie Ludl ow
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John Island Camp
. . : . A Fond

& WSI YyYAYyS
6ySSY .S
Camper (1954), CI
Arts and Crafs Di

As | <c¢cl ean of

from my deck for t he

the past two days, t

days with beautful ¢

boatng and sand ..0oh

what comes to mind &

Evenr thcocugh 1t s

years since | frst :

on this far away i s/l

many excitng events that occurred The Kismet ch

Spanish for almost 40 minutes. The campers aboar

and as a frst tme camper ( age 12 ) | feared we

vitng scene and even the sandy path up to the ma
bit frightening

However, it wasn’t |l ong before the: e-ighaSgiras

ing our beds, unpacking and getng t3o ow ‘
Mel inda Cassio hurried us of to thet Inj< gecf%i]r?np

signed a |l ong wooden table and had to|sirfgeJakrne
Each of wus had to take turns serving for which I

| aden wiwaht emoiuntgh food. Only did it We€ ov WO tlh b

Camp had its routnes that inspir sat b w
returning from breakfast to make b s,*{-l sew\(/aoeepreth

on
ed
ed A €
make our cabin as neat and as prety @9 pbolss\ &l e.S

area for wild fowers to |iven up the place in ho
Of the many actvites provided for wus; SWi mmi n
The | ake was always cold upon ent-rgormmanloy clen gwn
“Ice bergs” one never notced the chil-lviemgs P.i cTlue
but the sand stuck to your body, entered your ba
a towel that flled with sand as wel | . Sand, sand
The following year most of my cabin mates retu
camping but our egos were soon put into perspect
campers, assist in teaching swi mming, canoei ng,
ognize and awvbad povebw wwvld plant that inhabite
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W2Ky LaflyR /FYLY ! C2yR wSO2ffSOsa2y 0602yGQR FN

One of the out trips that the CIT’s took was
l sl and. Our 4 canoes were flled with overnight &
ing the paddlers ) we headed out wunder sunny sKki
conditons changed quite dramatcally t o WIWde W\RYV
us dock at the nearest small i sland to walt out
it became too dark to | eave we had tohIaltclhed
swept shore This was a real surV|va]g test fo 5
to |l eave the Kismet arrivedtotow 5.]6
not have cell phones and access i .
been a hurricane iIin the area. The W ctnif(é@aqk
day break the following morning. Ever O W €
including us especially when we | ear of t he I
of this escapade was that we were haf gahth b
ening it had been.

John I sl and even in its frst few ylgaqg prbﬂ?i@e
periences in |ife in the outdoors that you woul d
turned to this paradise as a counsellor for the
Arts and Crafs director. How fortunate are we th
its campers and stll ofers | eadership qualites w
now a healthy, happy octogenari an. Pl

AVANT TO HELP CAMP? E |

On the back cover we |ist several ways to help

alumni at YMCA John I sland Camp and they want

CLb! b/ Ltt[hel 9[htr ee pri mary areas of fnanci al ne
A) The John I sl and Camp Capital Fund for
B) The Al umni Bursary Fund-((sfecer plaegaed &r)s h

B) The John I sl and Campership Fund which
to parents needing assistance to send thei

Donatons can be made to YMCA John 1 sl andH Car
Visit the website to makesl|dampt ons: y mc

+h[ ! b¢99wWhlex[ét2aifle?2 SS§SyRact kendra. maci saalc @yr
-Ther & Samé S SiNd At & NovaSiit @ ot gary.grady @y

And most i mplo¥ltaln¥qglbdpzltm@2MNing your family memb
the great opportunites at an outstandingl Y MC(
wi | | be on | inei altaaypc/aneo. ca @ ohn

all W2KYy tRYFYRLZNIYLY(G LI NIO 2F INBGHAY.

E
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JIC ALUMNI

Alumni and friends of the camp are the life blood of John Island Camp. Our goal is to
provide support to the ongoing life of the camp and to provide a means for alumni to keep
engaged with the camp.
There are several ways alumni can support the camp and keep it part of their lives.

1 Annual Spring and Fall Work Weekends (no special skills required)
1 Write for the Alumni Newsletter (Your story will be read)
1 Bring your family to Family Camp (Many already do)
1 Contribute to the JIC Capital Fund (Help keep OUR camp in great shape)
1 Sponsor a camper (Any amount helps)
1 Contribute to the Alumni and Friends of JIC Bursary Fund
1 Be a John Island Camp Ambassador

It is easy to donate on line - see page 15 for details

The YMCA John I sl and Camp Al umni News |l et
semi occasional Speci al Edit on:¢

For comments or to submit artcl es or
Visit the John I sland page on the sit

to access all past 1 ssues ofjt hi
WWW. ymcaneios leamaingpo h n on Fac ) 0 0 K

YMCA JOHN ISLAND



