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A special edition to keep our alumni and friends of  
John Island Camp up to date on 

 

what’s happening at camp 
There have been a number of very positive changes at John Island Camp 
this year and we are excited that our camp alumni have worked closely 

with the YMCA staff to make good things happen. 

Alumni Leadership Bursaries Awarded  
to two leadership program campers 
 

Donations by the alumni have resulted in two camper Leadership Bursaries being awarded this year.  
Receiving bursaries are Callum Kulenkamp, a 15 year old participant this year in the Greenway Pro-
gram and Marcau Portelance, a 16 year old participant in the Norquay program.  Both recipients ap-
plied for the bursary and were awarded the bursary due to their past camp involvement and other 
community involvements.  Both Callum and Marcau plan to continue with their John Island involve-
ment by becoming counsellors.   

 
  

Jim Wilkinson 80th Birthday Gift Idea Major Help to Camp 
 

As a birthday gift idea, JIC Alumni Jim Wilkinson requested his friends make a donation to John Island 
camp and/or the area of greatest need.  To the date of this newsletter, $10,000 had been contributed 
to John Island Camp.  Thank you Jim and friends.  As with all alumni donations to the camp, many im-
provements continue to be possible.  Many of these improvements are described in this newsletter.  

 

Ramakko’s Source for Sports Supports JIC Campers 
 

Many campers attending John Island this summer are experiencing overnight camp for the first 
time.  As a result, many families find that they do not have many of the items that help make 
camp an enjoyable experience.  Ramakkos has put together, with our camp staff, a bundle of 
camping essentials that might be required by some campers.  Thanks to great research by Ra-
makko`s staff and quality products at very reasonable cost and financial support possible by 
our Alumni sponsorship donations, all campers should have the supplies and equipement  they 
need for an enjoyable experience this summer.  

Cashel Moss (Camp 
Director),  Callum 
Kulenkamp, and 
Alumni  Coordinator 
Gary Gray 

Kendra MacIsaac (V.P., 
YMCA of North Eastern 
Ontario), Marcau Por-
telance, and Gary Gray 



 
 Kendra MacIsaac is the Vice President of Health and Wellness, YMCA of Northeastern Ontario whose re-
sponsibilities include John Island Camp.  We asked Kendra to write about some of the improvements and new 
funding opportunities that YMCA staff have worked on together with our camp alumni.   
 

Kendra MacIsaac Report 
 
 We are thrilled to share the exciting developments and improvements that 
have taken place during our 70th year in operation! Thanks to the hard work and dedi-
cation of our staff, volunteers, and generous donors, we've completed several signifi-
cant projects to enhance the camp experience for all. 
 

Bridge Reconstruction 
 One of the major undertakings this year was the reconstruction of the 
Kwai bridge. After years of use, ensuring a safe passage from the low water 
docks to camp, the old bridge was in need of a major overhaul. The new 
bridge not only ensures safe passage for campers and staff but also main-
tains the rustic charm that we all cherish. Built with durable materials and 
designed to withstand the elements, this new structure is a testament to 
our commitment to preserving the camp's natural beauty while ensuring 
safety and accessibility. 
 

New Dock 
 After years of non-use, the dock at the low water access point were 
gone. We now have a new aluminum dock on a cantilever system, ensuring 
the dock will last for years to come!  
 

Dining Hall Railings: Up to Code 
 Safety is always a top priority at camp, and this year we focused on 
bringing the dining hall railings up to code. The new railings are sturdy, se-
cure, and designed to blend seamlessly with the dining hall's aesthetic 
(staining to happen spring 2025). These improvements ensure that the din-
ing hall remains a safe and welcoming space for all our campers and staff. 
 

Outtripping Deck 
 Our outtripping program is a highlight of the camp experience, and 
this year we invested in a new outtripping deck. This dedicated space is de-
signed for packing, organizing, and preparing for trips, making the process 
more efficient and enjoyable. The new deck provides ample space for gear 
and offers a central location for trip planning, ensuring that all our adven-
tures start off on the right foot. 
 

 

 
 
     

New Bridge over the Kwai 

New Low Water Bridge 

Dining Hall Gets New Railings 

Outtripping gets a new deck 

Students from Lasalle Secondary 
School have been learning new  
skills now for 20 years as they help  
rebuild cabins.  
 

                                                                                Continued on next page 



 

Vegetable Boxes 
 We tried something new this year-we installed vegetable boxes behind the dining hall. Our food ser-
vices team have been tending to the garden boxes and the veggies are doing so well! We plan to build more 
next spring and involve our campers as well where they can participate in planting, tending, and harvesting, 
learning valuable lessons about gardening, sustainability, and the environment. The fresh vegetables will also 
contribute to our camp meals, adding a homegrown touch to our dining experience.  

 

 

 We look forward to welcoming you back to camp to see these improvements in person. There are still 
spaces left in youth camp! Reach out to register today.  
 
 

 

Exciting New Funding 
 By now, you may have heard that we have been awarded $200,000 from the Ontario Trillium Founda-
tion to support additional needed infrastructure improvements. This generous funding will help us with din-
ing hall repairs, upgrading staff accommodations (including eliminating tent platforms), and acquiring a new 
generator and generator shed. We recognize that this funding will be utilized quickly, and we are already 
focusing on what's next, including enhancing our programming, including sailing, high ropes, and more, to 
continue offering an exceptional camp experience for all that visit. 
 

 We are incredibly proud of these accomplishments and the positive impact they will have on our 
camp community. These projects reflect our ongoing commitment to improving the camp experience and 
ensuring that future generations of campers can enjoy amazing camp experiences for another 70 years! 
Thank you to everyone who contributed their time, effort, and resources to make these projects a reality.  

Kendra MacIsaac, continued from previous page 

A Summer to Remember       
by Cashel Moss 
 

 As the summer sun begins to set, I am filled with pride and joy reflecting on 
my first season as Director of John Island Camp. This role is a big responsibility, but it 
has been an absolute pleasure to lead this incredible community.  
 This summer, we introduced several improvements around camp, ensuring 
that our facilities are not just functional but also comfortable and inviting to all 
campers. From building a brand new bridge to expanding our programming areas, 
every change was made with our campers in mind, enhancing their experience and al-
lowing them to fully immerse themselves in the adventure that YMCA John Island 
Camp is known for. 
 But of course, what truly makes this camp special is the fun and laughter shared by everyone here. 
We've had such an amazing season filled with unforgettable moments - outdoor challenges that pushed our 
limits, creative arts that unleased our imaginations, and campfire songs that will be sung for years to come. 
The energy and enthusiasm of our campers and staff have made this summer the best I could have asked for 
as a first-time Director.  
 As we wrap up this season, I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone - our dedicated staff, 
supportive families, our ever-expanding alumni community, and, most importantly, our amazing campers. 
Your spirit and passion are what keep this camp thriving, and I am already looking forward to seeing what 
next summer will bring.  



 Watch for. . . 
 

                The Fall Edition of the John Island Camp 
                                ALUMNI NEWSLETTER 
 

                               . . . Coming this fall 

 

A New Camp Puppy Draws Lots of Puppy Love 
 For the past year, Bandit, an English Cocker Spaniel, has been the 
only camp dog getting the love and attention of campers and staff.  This  
past week, a young relative of Bandit has joined with Gary in bringing both 
Bandit and campers another friendly, attention seeking dog to play with  
and love.   

 

Scott’s Thoughts 
 

 It’s hard to believe the summer is already nearing its end. Feels like yesterday 
we were out on the Island for the first time and preparing for the busy season. 
 

 As the summer winds down its time to reflect on the seasons that were and 
all those who have had a part to play in this 70th year at John Island. From staff to 
campers and volunteers or support groups like Lasalle Secondary and Rotary Club, 
we have had busy time at camp. 
 

 This spring we welcomed over 210 students from various schools and rental groups for spring programs 
at the Outdoor Centre at John Island. Lasalle Secondary and the Rotary Club of Sudbury provided some much 
needed renovations and repairs to various camp facilities. 
 

 We welcomed over 80 campers, staff and volunteers for Camp Quality Northern Ontario, providing 
camp experiences for children with or impacted by cancer and their families during the first official week of 
summer. It was a busy week for the JIC team as they supported operations for Camp Quality and completed 
their training for the summer as they prepared to welcome campers for the summer. 
 

 As we began the John Island summer we saw over 60 Saplings campers attend, many for the very first 
time. Based on the smiling faces getting off the bus, we are sure they will be back for more John Island ses-
sions for years to come! 
 

 The summer saw nearly 500 campers and leadership participants attend programs in our 70th year! Our 
leadership programs continue to grow and saw Greenways trip down the French River, while Norquays re-
turned to the Missinaibi River and we welcomed new intro leadership sessions, Prospectors Junior and Senior. 
As we head into the final weeks of overnight camp and prepare for Family Camp, we want to thank everyone 
for their participation and support in our 2024 programs! We are looking forward to fully reflecting on the 
year that was and continuing to build on the successes of 2024 as we inch closer to the big 75 year anniver-
sary in 2029! 
 

 Stay tuned for new and exciting opportunities to be part of the magic as we continue to share the magic 
of John Island with future generations! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This Fall - Brian O’Neill will be working on a new steel roof for our out tripping building.  As a com-

mitted camp alumni, Brian has renovated our old craft shop into a leadership centre, put a new steel roof 
on Eagle-Talon and used his many construction skills in co-ordinating the building of our current high-water 
dock not many years ago. Brian has provided his time and construction expertise as a volunteer.  Thanks 
Brian.   
 

The Near Future - Scott Thomas as the Manager of Camping and Kendra MacIsaac as the YMCA 

V.P. for Health and Wellness have been working with alumni and camping professionals on exceptional ide-
as for work this coming year.  Some ideas include exploring minor cabin modifications that could enhance 
inclusivity and support for gender diversity in cabin groups, modifying the out tripping building to accom-
modate food storage and preparation for trips as well as independently accessible staff and guest accom-
modation; maintenance  and upkeep of all buildings including painting, repairs, etc.     
 

And On Top of This - The staff team has been keeping a close watch on the condition and vol-

ume of items such as kitchen stoves, freezers etc; program equipment such as tripping canoes, new high 
ropes elements, upgraded sailboats, and other new equipment that will maintain exciting but safe and 
challenging programs for campers. 

What’s Next? 
The planning and work on our camp facility never ends.  With 
over 30 buildings, an electrical and water system that rivals that 
of a small community and a fleet of quads, boats for transporting 
campers and supplies,  and land vehicles on the mainland - the 
work is constant.    

DID YOU KNOW…….. 
 . . . Approximately 65% of John Island Camp Campers are childen, 
grandchildren or otherwise related to our Camp Alumni. 
  Through the support of our alumni in many ways, John Island 
Camp continues to be a relevant and critical part of the lives of children.   

 
 

Be part of our Alumni Newsletter 
Write YOUR story! 

And send it to: gary.gray@ymcaneo.ca 


